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Text |

e Some time after these events, this word of the
LORD came to Abram In a vision: "Fear not,
Abram! | am your shield; | will make your reward
very great." But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what
good will your gifts be, If | keep on being
childless and have as my heir the steward of my
house, Eliezer?" Abram continued, "See, you
have given me no offspring, and so one of my
servants will be my heir." Then the word of the
LORD came to him: "No, that one shall not be
your heir; your own issue shall be your heir." He
took him outside and said: "Look up at the sky
and count the stars, If you can. Just so," he
added, "shall your descendants be." Abram put
his faith in the LORD, who credited it to him as
an act of righteousness.




Text I

 He then said to him, "l am the LORD who
brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give
you this land as a possession." "O Lord GOD,"
he asked, "How am | to know that | shall possess
it?" He answered him, "Bring me a three-year-old
heifer, a three-year-old she-goat, a three-year-old
ram, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon." He
orought him all these, split them in two, and
nlaced each half opposite the other; but the
nirds he did not cut up. Birds of prey swooped
down on the carcasses, but Abram stayed with
them. As the sun was about to set, a trance fell
upon Abram, and a deep, terrifying darkness
enveloped him.




Text I

 Then the LORD said to Abram: "Know for certain that your
descendants shall be aliens in a land not their own , Where
they shall be enslaved and oppressed for four hundr ed
years. But | will bring judgment on the nation they must
serve, and in the end they will depart with great w  ealth.
You, however, shall join your forefathers in peace; you
shall be buried at a contented old age. In the four  th time-
span the others shall come back here; the wickednes s of
the Amorites will not have reached its full measure until
then." When the sun had set and it was dark, there
appeared a smoking brazier and a flaming torch, whi  ch
passed between those pieces. It was on that occasio  n that
the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "Toyo  ur
descendants | give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the
Great River (the Euphrates), the land of the Kenite s, the
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Periz  zites, the
Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashi tes,
and the Jebusites."



Structure and Setting

Revelation and promise Sacrifice (7-21)
(1-6)
Yahweh's Promise of reward 1 Promise of land 7
word
Abram’s Complaint about Guarantee requested 8
word childlessness 2-3
Yahweh's Promise of heir 4 Oath rite commanded 9
reaction

Public act Abram taken out 5 Oath rite carried out 16-17

Yahweh's | Promise of descendants Promise of land for
word 5 descendants 13-16

Conclusion Abram’s faith 6 Yahweh's covenant 18 - 21




God I1s Abram’'s
e “blessed be God Most shield

High, who
your foes into your
hand." (Gn 14,20).

 “my God, my rock of
refuge! My , the
horn of my salvation,
my stronghold, my
refuge, my savior,
from violence you
keep me safe” (2Sam
22,3)




Abram as prophet

that to
Hosea” (Hos 1,1)

e “Therefore, return
the man's wife-- as
a he
will intercede for
you-- that your life
may be saved” (Gn
20,7)




| will make of you a

(1227 Childlessness
13,16).
e “this man as one
. who will
never thrive in his
lifetime! No
descendant of his
shall achieve a seat on
the throne of David”

(Jer 22,30).

e “God blessed them,
saying: "
"(Gn 1,28; 9,1)



One of my servants will be my heir

e Eliezer as adopted son
e Country as heritage



e when your time
comes and you
rest with your
ancestors,

Promise of heir

sprung from
your loins, and
| will make his
kingdom firm
(2Sam 7,12)



 “I will bless you
abundantly and make S el
your descendants as tar-paralle
and the

sands of the
seashore” (Gn 22,17)

e “The LORD, your God,
has so multiplied you
that you are now

" (Deut 1,10)



« Faith = building upon a
strong foundation; Abram g S

* “the LORD said to Noah: "Go FighteOUSHGSS

Into the ark, you and all your
household, for you alone Iin
this age have | found to be
truly " (Gn 7,1).

* “| have singled him out that
he may direct his sons and
his posterity to keep the way
of the LORD by

, SO that the
LORD may carry into effect
for Abraham the promises he
made about him” (Gn 18,19).



, am your
God, who brought you . :
out of the land of Egypt, Divine promise
that place of slavery” (Ex
20,2)

“God spoke to Moses,
"Thus shall you say to
the Israelites:

... has sent me to you.
; this Is my title

for all generations” (Ex
3,15).



then said to God,
"Do not be angry with me
If | speak once more.

with the fleece.” (Judg
6,36—40).

“the LORD spoke:

your God; But Ahaz
answered, "

... the Lord himself will
give you this sign: the
virgin shall be with child,
and bear a son, and shall
name him Immanuel” (Is
7,10-14)

Asking for a sign



Preparation for the < “Noah built an altar

sacrifice

to the LORD, and
choosing from every
clean and
every clean

(Gn 8,20)

“ am now
establishing

and your
descendants after
you” (Gn 9,9)



e “the LORD God cast a

andwhilehe was —— Darkness as a sign
asleep, he took out

one of his ribs and of God's revelation
closed up its place
with flesh” (Gn 2,21)

e “the LORD said to
Moses, "Stretch out
your hand toward the
sky, that over the land
of Egypt there may be
such
that one can feel it”
(Ex 10,21).



* “l will go through

Egypt, striking down
every firstborn of the
land, and

on all the
gods of Egypt!” (Ex
12,12).

“The Israelites asked
the Egyptians for
articles of silver and
gold and for clothing.

" (Ex 12,35-
36)

Leaving Egypt



Old age

e “then Abraham
breathed his last,
dying

, grown old
after a full life”
(Gn 25,8)

e “Then

" (Job 42,17)






 Noon passed and they
remained in a prophetic

tate until the ) '
state unt ~aki  ©God's revelation
18,29)

 “The LORD preceded
them, in the daytime by
means of a
to show them the
way, and at night by
means of a
to give them light”
(Ex 13,21)



e “turning from Azmon Unconditional
to the Wadi of Egypit, covenant

" (Nm 34,5)

e “Solomon ruled over
all the kingdoms
from the River to the
land of the
Philistines,

(1Ki 5,1)



What is important?

e “give me neither
poverty nor
riches;

(Pro 30,8)



Faith in human life

 “Those who have
faith are children
of Abraham” (Gal
3,7)

e “faith without
works Is useless”

(Jam 2,20)



“Mary said to
the angel,
"How can this
be, since |
have no
relations with
a man?"” (Lk
1,34)

Our questions



e “you are "a

Priest - prophet - king

, a
people of his own,
so that you may
announce the
praises” ... Once
you were "no
people" but now
you are God's
people” (1Pt 2,9-
10)
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Our next meeting

Saturday, January 16, 2010
Tuesday, January 19, 2010

Testing of Abraham

Gn 22



