
JacobJacob’’ s s StruggleStruggle with with thethe AngelAngel

LectioLectio

DivinaDivina

GnGn 32,2332,23--3333





TextText
In the course of that night, however, Jacob arose, took his two 

wives, with the two maidservants and his eleven chi ldren, and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had taken them 
across the stream and had brought over all his poss essions, 
Jacob was left there alone. Then some man wrestled with him 
until the break of dawn. When the man saw that he c ould not 
prevail over him, he struck Jacob's hip at its sock et, so that 
the hip socket was wrenched as they wrestled. The m an then 
said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob sa id, "I will not 
let you go until you bless me." "What is your name? " the man 
asked. He answered, "Jacob." Then the man said, "Yo u shall 
no longer be spoken of as Jacob, but as Israel, bec ause you 
have contended with divine and human beings and hav e 
prevailed." Jacob then asked him, "Do tell me your name, 
please." He answered, "Why should you want to know my 
name?" With that, he bade him farewell. Jacob named  the 
place Peniel, "Because I have seen God face to face ," he said, 
"yet my life has been spared." At sunrise, as he le ft Penuel, 
Jacob limped along because of his hip. That is why,  to this 
day, the Israelites do not eat the sciatic muscle t hat is on the
hip socket, inasmuch as Jacob's hip socket was stru ck at the 
sciatic muscle.



General settingGeneral setting

• birth with his twin-brother Esau
• Jacob steals the first-born right and father’s bles sing;
• Jacob flees to Haran and intends to find a wife; 
• Jacob’s dream at Bethel on a sacred site ;
• Jacob is welcomed in Haran by his uncle Laban;
• J. marries Leah and Rachel and serves for 20 years;
• Jacob’s sons are born;
• Jacob fights with Laban for a right share of propert y;
• Jacob escapes from Laban to turn to Canaan;
• Jacob struggles with the angel
• Jacob meets his brother Esau;
• J. and his children (= a part of the story of Josep h)



Closer contextCloser context
• I. Jacob’s embassy to Esau (32:4–7)
• II. Jacob prepares to meet Esau (8–22)
• Jacob’s fears (8–9)
• Jacob’s prayer (10–13)
• Jacob’s gifts (14–22)
• III. Jacob and wives cross Yabbok (23–24)
• IV. Jacob wrestles with a “man” (25–33)
• V. Jacob and Esau reunited (33:1–15)
• Jacob approaches (1–3)
• Greetings exchanged (4–11)
• Esau’s invitation turned down (12–15)
• VI. Jacob and Esau part (16–17)
• VII. Concl. & Preview J. settles in Canaan (18–20)



BlessingBlessing
• 27 "I will not let you go until you 

bless me ."

• “Do accept the present (my 
blessing ) I have brought you”
(33,11)

• “Isaac explained, "Your brother 
came here by a ruse and carried off 
your blessing ” (27,35).



Structure of the storyStructure of the story
• 23-24 background for the story
• 25–26 Description of the fight
• 27–31 Dialogue

–Naming Israel (27–29)
–Naming of Peniel (30–31)

• 32–33 Departure and Etiological 
comment





Crossing the River Crossing the River JabbokJabbok
• Now rouse yourself; set an ambush tonight in 

the fields, you and the men who are with you. 
Judg 9,32

• Joseph rose and took the child and his mother 
by night and departed for Egypt Mt 2,14

• “Thus he made his escape with all that he had. 
Once he was across the Euphrates , he headed 
for the highlands of Gilead” (31,21)

• Jabbok ( ������������������������) 
• “wrestling” ( ���	
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������)



IrreversibilityIrreversibility

• After he had 
taken them
across the 
stream

• and had brought 
over all his 
possessions



Fighting Fighting ––
embracingembracing

• “When Laban heard the 
news about his sister's 
son Jacob, he hurried 
out to meet him. After 
embracing and kissing 
him” (29,13) 



Break of dawnBreak of dawn

• “ As dawn was 
breaking , the 
angels urged Lot 
on, saying, "On 
your way! Take 
with you your 
wife and your two 
daughters who 
are here, or you 
will be swept 
away in the 
punishment of 
the city” (19,15)



Dangerous Dangerous 
encountersencounters

• “..the Lord came upon 
Moses and would have 
killed him. But Zipporah
took a piece of flint and 
cut off her son's foreskin 
and, touching his 
person, she said, "You 
are a spouse of blood to 
me.“ Then God let 
Moses go.” (Ex 4,24-26)

• Balaam (Nm 22,22-35) 

• Gideon (Josh 5,13-16)



Fight descriptionFight description
• When he saw that he

could not prevail over 
him // he struck his hip 
at its socket, so that 
Jacob’s hip socket was 
wrenched when he
wrestled with him

• He touched my mouth 
with it. "See," he said, 
"now that this has 
touched your lips, your 
wickedness is 
removed, your sin 
purged." (Is 6,7)



DaybreakDaybreak

• “ He then said, "Let 
me go, for it is 
daybreak." But he
said, "I will not let 
you go until you 
bless me"”



Asking nameAsking name

• “Moses said to God, 
"when I go to the 
Israelites and say to 
them, 'The God of 
your fathers has 
sent me to you,' if 
they ask me, 'What 
is his name?' what 
am I to tell them?" ”
(Ex 3,13)



Revealing nameRevealing name
• “His brother 

came out next, 
gripping Esau's 
heel ; so they 
named him 
Jacob” (25,26)

• “Esau exclaimed, 
"He has been well 
named Jacob! He 
has now cheated 
me twice !” (27,36)



Giving/changing nameGiving/changing name

• “the LORD God formed out of the 
ground various wild animals and 
various birds…, and he brought them 
to the man to see what he would call 
them ; whatever the man called each of 
them would be its name” (2,19). 

• “No longer shall you be called Abram ; 
your name shall be Abraham ” (17,5). 

• Sarai ��� � Sarah



No name revealedNo name revealed
• “Manoah said to him, 

"What is your name, 
that we may honor 
you when your words 
come true?" The 
angel of the LORD 
answered him, " Why 
do you ask my name, 
which is 
mysterious ?"” Judg
13,17-18



Seeing GodSeeing God’’ s faces face

• Ex 33,20 “ my face 
you cannot see , for 
no man sees me 
and still lives” (Is 
6,5).

• “no prophet has 
arisen in Israel like 
Moses, whom the 
LORD knew face to 
face” (Dt 34,10)



EtiologyEtiology
• That is why , to this day , the Israelites do not eat 

the sciatic muscle that is on the hip socket
• Gen 19:24-25 LORD rained down sulphurous fire 

upon Sodom and Gomorrah. He overthrew those 
cities and the whole Plain, together with the 
inhabitants of the cities and the produce of the 
soil.



Life as struggleLife as struggle
• “The LORD is my 

light and my 
salvation; whom 
do I fear? The 
LORD is my life's 
refuge; of whom 
am I afraid?”

Ps 27,1 



Change of lifeChange of life

• Jer 20,7 You 
duped me, O 
LORD, and I let 
myself be duped; 
you were too 
strong for me, and 
you triumphed

• Isa 62,2 You shall 
be called by a new 
name pronounced 
by the mouth of 
the LORD



Our limits Our limits –– God is fighting for peopleGod is fighting for people

• Job 42:2-6 “I know that 
you can do all things, and 
that no purpose of yours 
can be hindered. I have 
dealt with great things that 
I do not understand; things 
too wonderful for me, 
which I cannot know. I had 
heard of you by word of 
mouth, but now my eye 
has seen you. Therefore I 
disown what I have said, 
and repent in dust and 
ashes .”



Name that determinesName that determines
• “it was in 

Antioch that 
the disciples 
were first 
called 
Christians ”
Acts 11,26



Our Father prayerOur Father prayer

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from ev il



20092009--20102010

X Introduction to Genesis
XI Abraham’s call and migration (Gn 12)
XII The Covenant with Abraham (Gn 15)
I The testing of Abraham (Gn 22)
II Jacob’s fight with Laban (Gn 30,25-32,1)
III Jacob’s struggle with the Angel (Gn 32,23-33)
IV Joseph sold into Egypt (Gn 37)
V Joseph – the Dreams Interpreter (Gn 40-41)
VI Joseph and his brothers (Gn 42-45)





Our next meetingOur next meeting

Saturday, April 17, 2010
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Joseph sold into Egypt

Gn 37


