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New generationNew generation

Separation (transfer to 
Egypt)

Separation (transfer to 
Adam-Paran)

2nd conflict (dream about 
the heavenly corps)

2nd conflict (father’s 
blessing)

1st conflict (dream about 
the sheaves)

1st conflict (first-born 
right)

When Joseph was 17Isaac was 40 years old

This is his family historyThis is the family history 
of Isaac

Joseph and his brothersEsau and Jacob



StructureStructure
• Setting: (2-11) – 3x “they hated him”

(4.5.8)
• Main story (12-36)

– Joseph in search of his brothers (12-17) 
Hebron and Schechem

– Joseph sold (18-30) Dotan
– Jacob’s lament over Joseph (31-35) 

Hebron
– Conclusion (36) Egypt



CanaanCanaan
• “… men whom 

Moses had sent to 
reconnoiter the 
land… set the 
whole community 
grumbling against 
him by spreading 
discouraging 
reports about the 
land; these men 
who had given out 
the bad report
about the land …”
Nm 14,36-37



Dream I Dream I -- SheavesSheaves
• “Phinehas has 

turned my anger 
from the Israelites 
by his zeal for my 
honor… because 
he was zealous on 
behalf of his God 
and thus made 
amends for the 
Israelites” Nm 
25,11.13



SchechemSchechem



Middle Bronze wall of Shechem



Middle Bronze Gate of Shechem



Baal Berith temple at Shechem



Baal Berith temple at Shechem



Shechem standing stone



DothanDothan

• “We had all gone 
astray like sheep, 
each following his 
own way” Is 53,6



Tell Dothan from west



Dothan Valley from south



Dothan Valley shepherd and flock



Plot against JosephPlot against Joseph

• “ He turned their hearts to hate his people, 
to treat his servants unfairly ” (Ps 105,25)

• “when they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him ”
(Gn 4,8)

• "My son's tunic! A wild beast has 
devoured him! Joseph has been torn to 
pieces!"” (37,33)



Throwing into a cisternThrowing into a cistern
• “Alas, we are 

being punished 
because of our 
brother. We saw 
the anguish of 
his heart when 
he pleaded with 
us, yet we paid 
no heed” 42,21





Via MarisVia Maris



Via MarisVia Maris



IshmaelitesIshmaelites/ / 
MadianitesMadianites

• Put some of the 
land's best 
products in your 
baggage and take 
them down to the 
man as gifts: some 
balm and honey, 
gum and resin, and 
pistachios and 
almonds 43,11



Joseph soldJoseph sold

• for persons 
between the 
ages of five 
and twenty, the 
fixed sum shall 
be twenty 
shekels for a 
youth, and ten 
for a maiden Lv
27,5



MourningMourning

• “David said …
"Rend your 
garments, gird 
yourselves 
with 
sackcloth , and 
mourn over 
Abner” 2Sam 
3,31



GodGod’’ s providences providence



GodGod’’ s presences presence

• “the LORD was with him” (39,2.3.21.23)



Own familyOwn family



Superiority and powerSuperiority and power



EducationEducation



20092009--20102010

X Introduction to Genesis
XI Abraham’s call and migration (Gn 12)
XII The Covenant with Abraham (Gn 15)
I The testing of Abraham (Gn 22)
II Jacob’s fight with Laban (Gn 30,25-32,1)
III Jacob’s struggle with the Angel (Gn 32,23-33)
IV Joseph sold into Egypt (Gn 37)
V Joseph – the Dreams Interpreter (Gn 40-41)
VI Joseph and his brothers (Gn 42-45)





Our next meetingOur next meeting

Saturday, May 8
Tuesday, May 11

Joseph – the Dreams 
Interpreter

Gn 40-41


