Jacol' s Fight with Laban

Gn 30-31







General setting

birth with his twin-brother Esau

Jacob steals the first-born right and father’s bles sing;
Jacob flees to Haran and intends to find a wife;

Jacob’s dream at Bethel on a sacred site;

Jacob is welcomed in Haran by his uncle Laban;

J. marries Leah and Rachel and serves for 20 years;
Jacob’s sons are born;

Jacob fights with Laban for a right share of propert Y;
Jacob escapes from Laban to turn to Canaan;

Jacob meets his brother Esau;

J. and his children (= a part of the story of Josep  h)



Structure

30,25 - 36 Negotiations: Jacob and Laban
30,37 -31,1 Jacob takes care for his own flock

Scene 1: The Lord tells Jacob to return home (3)
Scene 2: Jacob’s wives agree to leave (4-16)
Scene 3: Departure (17-21)

Scene 4: Laban’s pursuit (22—-24)

Scene 5: Confrontation (25-44) and Oath (45-54)
Scene 6: Laban returns home (32:1)



Release from service

If he comes into service alone, he shall leave
alone: if he comes with a wife, his wife shall leav e with him.
4 But

. 51f,
however, the slave declares, 'l am devoted to my ma  ster
and my wife and children; | will not go free," 6 h  Is master
shall bring him to God and there, at the door or do  orpost,
he shall pierce his ear with an awl, thus keepingh  im as his
slave forever.

When you do so,
, 14 but shall weight him down with
gifts from your flock and threshing floor and wine press, in
proportion to the blessing the LORD, your God, has
bestowed on you.



Becoming rich

. | will bless those who bless you
and curse those who curse you. All the
communities of the earth shall find blessing
In you (12,3; 22,18)

. “...the LORD blessed the
Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; In fact,
the LORD'S blessing was on everything he
owned, both inside the house and out”
(39,5).



* “These shall be as _
plentiful as the dustof ~ Spreading / growth
the earth, and through
them you shall spread
() out east and west,
north and south.”
(28,14)

* “the little you had
before | came has
grown () into very

much”
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Separation of the flocks (3742)

« “Jacob, however, got some fresh shoots of poplar, a Imond
and plane trees, and he made white stripes in them by
peeling off the bark down to the white core of the shoots.
38 The rods that he had thus peeled he then set upr ightin
the watering troughs, so that they would be in fron t of the
animals that drank from the troughs. When the anima  Is
were In heat as they came to drink, 39 the goats ma  ted by
the rods, and so they brought forth streaked, speck led and
spotted kids. 40 The sheep, on the other hand, Jaco b kept
apart, and he set these animals to face the streake d or fully
dark-colored animals of Laban. Thus he produced spe  cial
flocks of his own, which he did not put with Laban' s flock.
41 Moreover, whenever the hardier animals were inh  eat,
Jacob would set the rods in the troughs in full vie w of
these animals, so that they mated by the rods; 42 b  ut with
the weaker animals he would not put the rods there. So the
feeble animals would go to Laban, but the sturdy on es to
Jacob.”



: It went
very well with
Abram, and he
received flocks
and herds, male
and female slaves,
male and female
asses, and camels
(12,16).

. grew
Increasingly
prosperous, and
he came to own
not only large
flocks but also
male and female
servants and
camels and asses

Prosperity in Exile
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Laban and God deal with Jacob (59)

Laban God

5 |Laban’s changed |God was with
attitude Jacob

6-7 |Laban cheated God prevented
and changed him harming
Jacob’s wage Jacob

8-9 |[Laban’s wages to |God gave

Jacok

herds to Jacol




Vision - seeing

all the things that Laban has
been doing to you”

“Leah concelved and bore a son, and she
named him Reuben: for she said, "It means,

, now my
husband will love me” (29,32)

¢ the affliction of my people
In Egypt and have heard their cry of
complaint against their slave drivers, so |
know well what they are suffering” (Ex 3,9).



Reclaiming property

If a man dies without
leaving a son,

., 91f he has no
daughter, you shall give his heritage to
his brothers; 10 if he has no brothers,
you shall give his heritage to his father's
brothers; 11 if his father had no brothers,
you shall give his heritage to his nearest
relative in his clan, who shall then take
possession of it."




Household idols

* Hos 3:4 the people of

Israel shall remain many
days without king ...
sacrifice or sacred pillar,
without ephod or
household idols .

25am 15,6 By behaving
In this way toward all the
Israelites who came to
the king for judgment,
Absalom was stealing
away the loyalties of the
men of Israel.
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Euphrates - Gilead
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Mount Gilead



Death penalty
called



Sending away
“I will stretch out my hand and

smite Egypt... After that

. ... when you leave, you will not go___
empty-handed ”

“When you do so,
, but shall
weight him down with gifts from your flock
and threshing floor and wine press, In

proportion to the blessing the LORD, your
God, has bestowed on you”



God makes rich

on ahead of you to
ensure for you a remnant on earth and
to save your lives In an extraordinary
deliverance

Even though you meant harm to
me, , to achieve
his present end, the survival of many
people



Foreigner asks for covenant

Abimelech... said to Abraham:
"God Is with you In everything you do.
Therefore,

, but will act
as loyally toward me and the land In
which you stay as | have acted toward
you." To this Abraham replied, "l so
swear" ”



Memorial
stone and
meal

Yet
he did not
smite these
chosen
Israelites.
After gazing
on God, they
could still eat
and drink



Return to own country



God’'s and human justice

Sinners conceive iniquity...
They open a hole and dig it deep, but fall
Into the pit they have dug

He catches the wise In their own
ruses

A little with righteousness Is
better than abundance with wickedness



God Is faithful

making life
bitter for them with hard
work in mortar and
brick and all kinds of
fleld work-- the whole
cruel fate of slaves

wWhy, we have
released Israel from our
service!



Going downhill



Confrontation and peace



20022010

X Introduction to Genesis

Xl Abraham'’s call and migration (Gn 12)
X1l The Covenant with Abraham (Gn 15)

I The testing of Abraham (Gn 22)

Il Jacob’s fight with Laban (Gn 30,25-32,1)
1l

IV Joseph sold into Egypt (Gn 37)

V  Joseph —the Dreams Interpreter (Gn 40-41)
VI Joseph and his brothers (Gn 42-45)






Our next meeting

Saturday, March 20, 2010
Tuesday, March 23, 2010

Jacob’s struggle with the
Angel

Gn 32,23-33



