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GenesisGenesis

• Author: Moses?

• Problems: 
–doublets 
–anachronism
–description of own death



GenesisGenesisasasOriginOrigin I.I.

this is the recordof the 
descendants of Shem

Family history 
Shem

11,10–265

these are the descendants
of Noah's sons

Family history 
Noah’s sons

10,1–11,94

These are the 
descendantsof Noah

Family history 
Noah

6,9–9,293

this is the recordof the 
descendants of Adam

Family history of 
Adam

5,1–6,82

Such is the storyof the 
heavens and the earth

Origin of heaven 
and earth

2,4–4,261

Prolog1,1–2,3



GenesisGenesisasasOriginOrigin II.II.

this is his family historyFamily history 
Jacob

37,2–
50,26

10

these are the descendants
of Esau

Family history Esau36,1–37,19

this is the family history
of Isaac

Family history Isaac25,19–
35,29

8

These are the 
descendantsof 
Abraham's son Ishmael

Family history 
Ishmael

25,12–187

This is the recordof the 
descendants of Terah

Family history 
Terah

11,27–
25,11

6



Text Text ofof thethe BookBook
• Masoretic Text
• Biblia Hebraica Stutgartensia (= a modern

reconstruction of the MS)
• Leningrad Manuscript (B19a) 1007AD
• Dead See Scrolls;
• Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Peshitta, 

Aramaic Targums, Vulgate;



Leningrad Leningrad ManuscriptManuscript
(1007AD)(1007AD)



DeadDeadSeaSeaScrollsScrolls



WellhausenWellhausen: : SourceSource--theorytheory
• 4 sources: JEDP

• Names for God
• Repeated narrations
• Vocabulary
• Style
• Theology



9,18-178,20-22Promise not to repeat the flood

8,15-178,6-12Summon to leave the arch

8,3b-58,3aWaters go down

8,2a8,2bCessation of the flood

7,20-217,22-23Destruction of all living

7,187,17Arch on the waters

7,117,10Beginning of the flood

7,13-167,7-9Boarding of the arch with the animals

6,197,3In order to save them

6,19-207,2Summon to bring animals in

6,187,1Command to build the arch

6,177,4Announcement of the flood

6,136,7Decision to destroy the earth

6,11-126,5Wickedness of people



AtrahasisAtrahasis
• epos from the 18th. 

cent. BC. 

• Creation followed
by flood as
punishment



SumerianSumerian FloodFlood AccountAccount



OriginOrigin ofof thethe TraditionsTraditions
• El-Amarna period (1400BC)
• Peace, cultural and economical exchange



InvasionsInvasionsofof thethe SeaSeaPeoplesPeoples

• 12th century

• Broken
ballance



StoriesStoriesofof thethe PatriarchsPatriarchs

• 11:27–25:11 the story of Abraham
• 25:19–35:29 the story of Jacob
• 37:1–50:26 the story of Joseph



AbrahamAbraham’’ s storys story
• 11:27–32 Genealogical introduction
• 12:1–9 Call of Abram and first journey
• 12:10–20 In Egypt
• 13:1–18 Abram and Lot separate
• 14:1–24 Abram rescues Lot
• 15:1–21 Covenant with Abram
• 16:1–16 Covenant of circumcision
• 17:1–27 Divine visitation
• 18:1–15 Abraham’s intercession for Sodom
• 18:16–33 Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
• 19:1–29 Lot’s daughters’ incest
• 19:30–38 Abraham and Abimelech
• 20:1–18 Isaac born; Ishmael leaves
• 21:1–21 Birth of Ishmael
• 21:22–34 Covenant with Abimelech
• 22:1–19 Testing of Abraham
• 22:20–24 Genealogy of Nahor
• 23:1–20 Purchase of burial ground
• 24:1–67 Betrothal of Rebekah
• 25:1–11 Conclusion



HHistoricalistorical valuevalue of the patriarchal of the patriarchal 
narrativesnarratives

• Character - genre: real events? 

• Is a reliable transmitionpossible? 

• Can a patriarchal period be identified?

• Do the accounts of their lifestyle and customs
match with that period?



AbrahamAbraham’’ s journeys journey
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�� llectioectio ((readingreading , , analysisanalysis ))

�� meditatiomeditatio ((meditationmeditation ))

�� oratiooratio ((prayerprayer ))
�� contemplatiocontemplatio ((contemplationcontemplation ))
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Our next meetingOur next meeting

Tuesday, November 17, 2009
Saturday, November 21, 2009

AbrahamAbraham’’ s s CCall and all and 
MM igrationigration

Gn 11,27-12,9


