Abram’s Call and Migration
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e This is the

Text |

record of the descendants of Terah.

Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and

Haran, anc
Haran diec

Haran became the father of Lot. 28
before his father Terah, In his

native lanc
and Nahor

. In Ur of the Chaldeans. 29 Abram
took wives: the name of Abram's

wife was Saral, and the name of Nahor's wife
was Milcah, daughter of Haran, the father of

Milcah and

Iscah. 30 Saral was barren; she had

no child. 31 Terah took his son Abram, his
grandson Lot, son of Haran, and his daughter-
iIn-law Saral, the wife of his son Abram, and
brought them out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to go

to the land

Haran, they

Terah was
Terah died

of Canaan. But when they reached
settled there. 32 The lifetime of
two hundred and five years; then
In Haran.




Text I

The LORD said to Abram: "Go forth from the land of your
kinsfolk and from your father's house to a land tha t I will show
you. 2 "l will make of you a great nation, and I wi |l bless you; |
will make your name great, so that you will be a bl  essing. 3 | will
bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you. All
the communities of the earth shall find blessing in you."

4 Abram went as the LORD directed him, and Lot went  with him.
Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran . 5 Abram
took his wife Saral, his brother's son Lot, all the possessions
that they had accumulated, and the persons they had acquired
In Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan.

When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passe d through
the land as far as the sacred place at Shechem, by  the terebinth
of Moreh. (The Canaanites were then inthe land.) 7 The LORD

appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants | will give
this land." So Abram built an altar there to the LO  RD who had
appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hi Il country

east of Bethel, pitching his tent with Bethel to th e west and Ai to
the east. He built an altar there to the LORD andi nvoked the
LORD by name. 9 Then Abram journeyed on by stagest o the
Negeb.



Structure and Setting

link with the primeval story
link this text with the successive stories

A. 11,27-32 family background

B.12,1-9 divine promises

— Abram’s call (12,1-4a)
e Call and promise (12,1-3)
 Fulfillment (12,4a)

— Abram’s wandering _ (12,4b-9)

* Departure from Haran (12,4b-6)
— Promise (12,7)
 Wandering in the Promised Land (12,8-9)




GenesisasOrigin 1.

1,1-2,3 |Prolog
2,4-4,26 | Origin of heaven |Such is the storyof the
and earth heavens and the earth
5,1-6,8 |Family history of |this is the recordof the
Adam descendants of Adam
6,9-9,29 | Family history These are the
Noah descendantof Noah
10,1-11,9 Family history these are the
Noah'’s sons descendantof Noah's
sons
11,10-26| Family history this Is the recordof the

Shem

descendants of Shem




GenesisasOrigin |l.

11,27— |Family history This is the recordof the
25,11 Terah descendants of Terah
25,12—-18 | Family history These are the

Ishmael descendantsof

Abraham's son Ishmael

25,19— |Family history this is the family history
35,29 saac of Isaac
36,1-37,1 Family history these are the

Esau descendantf Esau
37,2— Family history this is his family history
50,26 Jacob




New beginning- Abram’s family

e Origin of the world Is transformed into the
beginning of a family
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Ur of the Chaldeans
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Polytheism
INn Ur (moon

iferranean
Sea




Lev 18:9 “You
shall not have
Intercourse with
your sister”

Josh 24:2
“Joshua
addressed all the
people: ... In
times past your
fathers, down to
Terah, father of
Abraham ...,
dwelt beyond the
River and served
other gods”

Abram marries Saral
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Command to leave

e Start a new life

e threefold

separation :
—Country

—kinsfolk
—family




Promise of blessing

e 27:29 “Cursed be those who curse you, and
blessed be those who bless you”

« Abram’s blessing
— Abram alone is blessed
— Abram’s name is used as a blessing
— those who bless Abram are blessed
— all families find blessing in Abram
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Building altars



Abram’s journey through the Land



Negeb



Blessing

 where sin increased, grace overflowed
all the more” (Rom 5,20)



Abram’s
answer

* If you were
Abraham's
children, you
would be doing
the works of
Abraham” John
8,39.



_ORD, my
neart I1s not
oroud; nor
are my eyes
haughty. | do
not busy
myself with
great
matters, with
things too
sublime for
me” Psalm
131,1

Ordinary life



Insignificant life

« Before l

formed you
In the womb |
knew you,
before you
were born |
dedicated
you, a
prophet to
the nations |
appointed

you. " Jer
1,5



Response on Revelation

“In times past, God
spoke In partial and
various ways to our
ancestors through the
prophets, in these last
days, he spoke to us

through a son
(Hebr 1,1-2a)



Possession of Land

* “You are the children of the prophets and of the
covenant that God made with your ancestors
when he said to Abraham, 'In your offspring all the
families of the earth shall be blessed” (Acts 3,25)
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X Introduction to Genesis

Xl Abraham'’s call and migration (Gn 12)

Xl The Covenant with Abraham (Gn 15)

I The testing of Abraham (Gn 22)

Il Jacob’s fight with Laban (Gn 30,25-32,1)

Il Jacob’s struggle with the Angel (Gn 32,23-33)
IV Joseph sold into Egypt (Gn 37)

V  Joseph —the Dreams Interpreter (Gn 40-41)
VI Joseph and his brothers (Gn 42-45)







Our next meeting

Tuesday, December 15, 2009
Saturday, December 19, 2009

The Covenant with
Abraham

Gn 15



